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Excerpt from The Portrait of a Lady, Vol. 3
of 3Isabel had not seen much of Madame
Merle since her marriage, this lady having
indulged in frequent absences from Rome.
At one time she had spent six months in
England; at another she had passed a
portion of a winter in Paris. She had made
numerous visits to distant friends, and gave
countenance to the idea that for the future
she should be a less inveterate Roman than
in the past. As she had been inveterate in
the past only in the sense of constantly
having an apartment in one of the sunniest
niches of the Pincian - an apartment which
often stood empty - this suggested a
prospect of almost constant absence; a
danger which Isabel at one period had been
much inclined to deplore. Familiarity had
modified in some degree her first
impression of Madame Merle, but it had
not essentially altered it; there was still a
kind of wonder of admiration in it.
Madame Merle was armed at all points; it
was a pleasure to see a person so
completely equipped for the social battle.
She carried her flag discreetly, but her
weapons were polished steel, and she used
them with a skill which struck Isabel as
more and more that of a veteran.About the
PublisherForgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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