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The Ingenious Hidalgo Don Quixote of La
Mancha) is a novel by the Spanish author
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra. The first
part was published in 1605 and the second
in 1615. It is one of the earliest written
novels in a modern European language and
is arguably the most influential and
emblematic work in the canon of Spanish
literature. [1]. Don Quixote is an acclaimed
and widely read member of the Western
literary canon; a 2002 poll of authors
conducted by the Norwegian Nobel
Institute placed it first ahead of all other
works of fiction. [2].  The book tells the
story of Alonso Quixano, a man who has
read so many stories about brave errant
knights that in a half-mad and confused
state, he believes himself to be a knight,
re-names himself Don Quixote de la
Mancha, and sets out to fight injustice in
the name of his beloved maiden Aldonsa,
or as he knows her in his mind, Dulcinea
del Toboso.
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