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Chikamatsu Monzaemon has long been
considered one of Japans greatest
playwrights.  But it wasnt until the end of
Isolationism that he received another
moniker: The Japanese Shakespeare.  It
was a title that once bestowed, somehow
stuck, even in the face of striking
differences of style, content and even the
casts each playwright preferred (puppets vs
people).  Whats Not in a Name examines
these two great authors to dispel this
blanket conclusion and then goes down the
rabbit hole of history to unearth the
surprising origins of the phrase.  A
fascinating read for scholars and the
curious alike!
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