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[...]this was rather a mean income to offer
Miss Gressie. Therefore he did nt put it
forward; what he offered, instead, was the
expressioncrude often, and almost boyishly
extravagantof a delighted admiration of her
beauty, the tenderest tones of his voice, the
softest assurances of his eye and the most
insinuating pressure of her hand at those
moments when she consented to place it in
his arm. All this was an eloquence which,
if necessary, might have been condensed
into a single sentence; but those few words
were scarcely needful, when it was as plain
that he expectedin generalshe would marry
him, as it was indefinite that he counted
upon her for living on a few hundreds a
year. If she had been a different girl he
might have asked her to wait,[...].
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